
March 6, 2020

Dear SCA Advisors, Principals, and Division Superintendents:

Thank you for your support of the Virginia Student Councils Association. Founded in 1905, VSCA is the nation’s

oldest K-12 state student councils’ association. VASSP is proud to have the VSCA as a leadership learning program

for students and SCA advisors.

Covid-19, the novel coronavirus that originated in China and recently arrived in the United States, has placed

almost everyone on edge. As you know, COVID-19 is a respiratory illness that can spread from person to person.

Fortunately, as of this writing, there are no confirmed cases of the virus in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

However, we would like to share with you some information. During the VSCA Student Leadership Convention,

March 13-15, 2020, at The Founders Inn in Virginia Beach, we will practice the same protocol that has been

followed for many years; that is, if a student gets sick, the school’s SCA advisor will contact the parent and ask the

parent to pick up the child and take home. If an emergency occurs, the child will be taken to an accredited hospital

or be seen by a licensed physician to perform medical and/or surgical procedures that are deemed essential to the

treatment of the child. VASSP has signed medical permission forms for all individual students attending the VSCA

State Convention. These forms are signed by parents or guardians.

In the event that a participating school has a confirmed case of Covid-19 prior to the commencement of the

VSCA State Convention date of March 13, please notify VASSP as soon as possible, 804.355.2777. We will share

your information with the Virginia Department of Health and the school’s students and advisors will not be

permitted to attend the State Convention.

Accurate, reliable information about COVID-19 can be found on the Virginia Department of Health (VDH) website

or the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) website.  The Virginia Department of Health has outlined the most up to

date action plan should there be a COVID-19 case in Virginia. While the risk is still low here in Virginia, state

agencies are focused on preparation efforts, and are encouraging Virginians to practice good hygiene measures.

As of this week, potential cases of COVID-19 will be tested at Virginia’s Division of Consolidated Laboratory

Services, rather than being tested at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia. Virginia-based

testing is expected to generate results within a few hours, allowing for faster responses.

Again, although COVID-19 is not spreading in Virginia and the risk here is low, officials said Virginians can take

precautions to prevent the potential spread of this disease:
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds.
Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent alcohol if soap and water are
unavailable.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.

If you have any questions regarding the Coronavirus, prevention, or any other health related concerns, please

contact your primary care physician or click here  for more information from the CDC.

Sincerely,

Randy D. Barrack, Ed.D., Ph.D.

Executive Director/CEO

Travis Burns, Ed.D.

President
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